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ENGLISH AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE (ESL)
Objectives
The English as a Second Language (ESL) Program at Lewis University
provides intensive, academic English language learning at the Advanced
Level for students whose native language is not English. The ESL
Program prepares students to complete a university degree program
successfully. It focuses on the academic skills encountered in university
classrooms, as well as adjustment to and understanding of U.S. culture.
The program requires three hours of instruction per three-credit course
and at least one hour of home study, including computer lab work, for
each hour in class. The ESL program provides admitted (or provisionally
admitted) students an opportunity to enhance their English language
skills. Undergraduate and graduate students take ESL advanced level
courses in addition to other courses either required or elective.

Admission and Placement
International applicants seeking entrance into undergraduate and
graduate programs must consult individual program requirements and
the Office of Admission for updates on Lewis University admission
policies and processes as well as expected English language
competencies. Enrollment in advanced level ESL courses may be
strongly recommended or even required. In consultation with the
Office of Admission, students may also be fully admitted to Lewis
University by earning a TOEFL score at or above 550 and by meeting all
admission requirements for a specific degree program. An ESL Placement
Examination is administered on or before the first day of class. The
ESL Placement Examination is available in the Academic Services
department.

The ESL Program is designed for students

1. who have completed a high school diploma or its equivalent in their
home country or the U.S.;

2. who are preparing to enter a Lewis University degree program; and
3. whose TOEFL scores fall just below or just above 550; whose IBT

scores fall just below or just above 79; whose IELTS scores fall just
below or just above 6.0; and whose Stepeiken Eiken scores fall just
below or just above Pre 1.

Program Completion and Continuing
Enrollment
Advanced level courses are offered according to need. Students must
complete ESL advanced level courses with a grade of “C” or above. The
Director of the ESL Program verifies when an ESL student has achieved
sufficient competency in English. Students who succeed in completing
the advanced ESL courses and have the endorsement of the Director of
the ESL Program will have the English proficiency required to enroll full-
time in undergraduate and graduate programs.

University Credit
An advanced level ESL course earns university credit and may be applied
to the 120 hours necessary to graduate from Lewis University.

The Curriculum
The English as a Second Language Program at the advanced level
at Lewis University provides instruction in academic English for
international students. Students complete daily home assignments,
weekly assigned work in the computer lab, daily practice in conversation
skills, and occasional outings in the community. Six advanced level
courses focus on the following areas: reading, writing, speaking, listening,
grammar, and American culture.

Special Features of the ESL Program at
Lewis University
The Lewis University ESL Program normally offers two sessions per year.
Classes during the Fall and Spring semesters meet for 16 weeks each.
To ensure individual attention for each student, class size is small, with
6 - 12 students enrolled in each course. All ESL classes are taught by
experienced professional faculty with advanced degrees.

Students have access to several computer labs on campus with full
Internet capability. Each student receives an e-mail account. Students
may also use the Lewis Library, with 165,000 volumes and access to
numerous databases. ESL students have all the privileges other Lewis
University students enjoy. For instance, Lewis maintains a Student
Fitness and Recreation Center at no cost to enrolled Lewis students, with
indoor pool, track, exercise areas and weight rooms, and basketball /
tennis / volleyball courts. All enrolled Lewis students have free admission
to theater, choral, and musical performances, lecture and movie series,
special presentations, and athletic events.

Advice on immigration and residence matters is available from the
Office of International Student Services. Students may join the Lewis
International Students Association, which assists students in daily life,
shopping, and travel. It also hosts group trips and the Annual Lewis
International Festival (speakers, performances, and food fest).

How to Apply
To apply to Lewis University, visit https://www.lewisu.edu/admissions/
international (https://www.lewisu.edu/admissions/international/). All
official documents must be sent to Lewis University by express mail.

Programs
Non-Degree

• English as a Second Language / Non-Degree Special Program
(https://catalog.lewisu.edu/undergraduate/humanities-fine-arts-
communication/esl/esl-non-degree-special-program/)

Courses
ESLA 10100   - Expanded Reading and Learning Methods  (3)  
This course is designed to help students view reading as a thinking
process. Students are taught to make connections between what
they read in text and their own prior knowledge of the world. They are
encouraged to develop a systematic method of thinking about and
approaching text. The international section emphasizes structure and
arguments in academic texts.
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ESLA 10300   - The Essay  (3)  
This course covers the basic components of good writing techniques
and strategies, grammar and mechanics, style, sentence structure, and
paragraph and essay organization. The companion course is ESLA 16300
Advanced Grammar Review.
Prerequisite: ESLA 10200 (may be taken concurrently) or ENGL 10200
(may be taken concurrently)  

ESLA 14300   - Advanced Lecture Comprehension and Notetaking  (3)  
This course provides practice in the comprehension of academic lectures,
including subject vocabulary, lecture explanation/argument forms,
spoken discourse conventions and effective notetaking strategies. A
combination of prepared materials and live lectures is used.

ESLA 15300   - Advanced Speaking  (3)  
This course provides practice in oral presentation for academic purposes
(reports, panels, debates, discussion based on reading, and so forth).
Emphasis is placed on clear pronunciation; formal, idiomatic speech;
effective stress and intonation; use of visual aids; and presentation
techniques.

ESLA 16300   - Advanced Grammar Review  (3)  
This course provides an intensive overview of verb tense and aspect,
modals, passives, gerunds and infinitives, adjective clauses, adverbial
clauses, noun clauses and conditional sentences.

ESLA 17300   - Advanced Culture  (3)  
One focus of this course is devoted to an intensive, in-depth review of
North American culture. The second includes films and performances
of short plays that explore cultural themes, as well as provides spoken
practice of Standard American speech patterns.
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